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regarded as 'TPkatas' (sorcerers), and as any sorcerers outside
those recognized by the tribe were killed, there began a
movement to wipe out the missionaries.
Even Bouarate, who had given them large tracts of land,
inviting them to settle in his district of Hienghene, turned
against them. The more land Bouarate gave them the more
the missionaries wanted, until he finally expelled them from
his territory, calling them sorcerers and exploiters.
When another boat bringing missionary reinforcements
arrived in Balade in 1847, the original lission station was
found to be in ruins, and the place deserted. Those of the
missionaries who were still alive were located at Pouebo, a
coastal village to the south, whither they fled after narrowly
escaping extermination when the natives attacked their
station at Balade. The maltreatment of missionaries was
made the moral reason, inside Prance, for an agitation to
have the island taken under French protection, and the
missionaries were given the support of French muskets in
their work of Christianization.
Annexation of the island had long been considered for
totally different reasons. Lieutenant Biseuil in his Notices
Historiques et Anecdotiques sur La Nouvelle Caledonie 1774-
1878, maintains that ever since D'Entrecasteaux visited
the island France had her eye on it for the deportation of
convicts—to make it a 'Sydney of the South Seas.' On the
other hand, France wanted it as a mercantile and naval base
in the Pacific, made necessary by the growth of trade between
Australia and America with France. For a long time the
French hesitated to take action which might bring them into
open conflict with the British, at whose insistence the French
flag at the Mission Station had been taken down; but in early
1853, as they heard by indirect means that the British had
decided to annex the island, they decided to get in first.
Savoie maintains that early in 1853 a French naval officer
learned through the indiscretion of a British naval officer
at a ball in Sydney that the commander of an English naval
squadron had received orders to annex the island, but as he
knew there were no French warships in the vicinity he was

